4i6            Johnson on the Origin of Evil.       [Oct. 28.
convey us in the evening to Cameron, the seat of Commissary Smollet'. Our satisfaction of finding ourselves again in a comfortable carriage was very great. We had a pleasing conviction of the commodiousness of civilization, and heartily laughed at the ravings of those absurd visionaries who have attempted to persuade us of the superior advantages of a state of nature*.
Mr. Smollet was a man of considerable learning, with abundance of animal spirits; so that he was a very good companion for Dr. Johnson,who said to me, 'We have had more solid talk here than at any place where we have been.'
I remember Dr. Johnson gave us this evening an able and eloquent discourse on the Origin of Evil*, and on the consistency of moral evil with the power and goodness of GOD. He shewed us how it arose from our free agency, an-extinction of which would be a still greater evil than any we experience. I know not that he said any thing absolutely new, but he said a great deal wonderfully well; and perceiving us to be delighted and satisfied, he concluded his harangue with an air of benevolent triumph over an objection which has distressed many worthy minds: ' This then is the answer to the question, noflev TO KOKOU?' Mrs. Smollet whispered me, that it was the best sermon she had ever heard. Much do I upbraid myself for having neglected to preserve it.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28.
Mr. Smollet pleased Dr. Johnson, by producing a collection of news-papers in the time of the Usurpation, from which it appeared that all sorts of crimes were very frequent during that horrible anarchy. By the side of the high road
1  ' A very little above the source of the Lcven, on the lake, stands the house of Cameron, belonging to Mr. Smollett, so embosomed in an oak wood that we did not see it till we were within fifty yards of the door."   Humphry Clinker, Letter of Aug. 28.
2  Boswell himself was at times one of 'those absurd visionaries.' Ante, ii. 83.
3  Sec ante, p. 133.
tom ; and he that should make it part of his supplication would be suspected of heretical pravity.' Johnson's Works, ix. 102. See ante, p. 138,
